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Mark 2: 1-12 
 
2 When He had come back to Capernaum several days afterward, it was heard that He was at 
home. 2 And many were gathered together, so that there was no longer room, not even near the 
door; and He was speaking the word to them. 3 And they came, bringing to Him a paralytic, carried by 
four men. 4 Being unable to get to Him because of the crowd, they removed the roof above Him; and 
when they had dug an opening, they let down the pallet on which the paralytic was lying. 5 And Jesus 
seeing their faith said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” 6 But some of the scribes were 
sitting there and reasoning in their hearts, 7 “Why does this man speak that way? He is 
blaspheming; who can forgive sins but God alone?” 8 Immediately Jesus, aware in His spirit that they 
were reasoning that way within themselves, said to them, “Why are you reasoning about these 
things in your hearts? 9 Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven’; or to say, ‘Get 
up, and pick up your pallet and walk’? 10 But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority 
on earth to forgive sins”—He said to the paralytic, 11 “I say to you, get up, pick up your pallet and go 
home.” 12 And he got up and immediately picked up the pallet and went out in the sight of everyone, 
so that they were all amazed and were glorifying God, saying, “We have never seen anything like 
this.” 
 
This passage in Mark’s gospel tells us that Jesus returns to Capernaum which had become something 
like a home base for Him. He was inside the house and was speaking the word to them. In other 
words, He was talking about the truths and the values of the kingdom of God. We’re told that so 
many people gathered there that there was no room left, not even at the door. 
 
Then four men arrived carrying a paralytic whom they wanted to bring to Jesus. But they couldn’t get 
through the crowd. The doorway was blocked; there was no access. So they did something 
extraordinary. They went up to the roof, removed part of it, dug through the opening, and lowered 
the paralytic in front of Jesus. 
 
Immediately, a number of questions arise: 

• What kind of roof was this? How could it be removed?  

• Would debris not have fallen on the people below? 

• Did Jesus stop teaching while this was happening? 

• Were people annoyed, disturbed? Etc., etc. 
We can focus on those things. Although I think they are legitimate questions, they aren’t the central 
point of this narrative. 
 
First century Palestine homes often had flat roofs made of wooden beams covered with branches, 
mud and packed earth – something that could be broken through and then later repaired. So while it 
was dramatic, it was not impossible. But all of that, I think is peripheral.  
 
The real weight of the passage does not hang on any architectural curiosity. It hangs on v.5 – And 
Jesus seeing their faith. That is the crux of this passage. But before we get there, there’s another 
significant moment, or other significant moments. 
 



When the paralytic is lowered down, Jesus does not first say to him, “Get up and walk.” He says, 
“Son, your sins are forgiven.” That statement shocks the scribes who are sitting there. and in their 
hearts, they reason: Why does He speak like this? This is blasphemy. Who can forgive sins but God 
alone? And they are right in one sense. Only God can forgive sins. 
 
But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, confronts them. He says, “Why are you reasoning this way in your 
hearts? Which is easier to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven, or get up, pick up your pallet, and walk?’” And 
then He makes a staggering claim. “So that you may know,” He said, “that the Son of Man has 
authority on earth to forgive sins.” What He is doing here is He equates Himself with divine authority. 
And to prove it, He turns to the paralytic and says, “I say to you, get up, pick up your pallet, and go 
home.” And immediately we read, the man rises, picks up his pallet, and walks out before them all. 
And the crowd is amazed. They say, “We have never seen anything like this.” 
 
But again, I want to come back and say to you: The heart of the passage is not the roof. It’s not even 
primarily the miracle. It’s not only the theological claim of authority that Jesus made. It’s in this 
phrase – “Jesus seeing their faith.” He saw something. Faith was visible. Faith was active. Faith 
moved. And that, I believe, is where we need to linger today. Because the question becomes: What 
does faith look like when Jesus sees it? That for me is kind of the main entrée, if you will. Everything 
else is preparation around it. 
 
But there also seems to be something deeper that is happening here. Mark is not only showing us 
that Jesus can forgive sins. He is linking forgiveness and healing. The scribes say, “Only God can 
forgive sins.” And Jesus responds, in effect, “Yes, and only God can heal.” By healing the paralytic, He 
is demonstrating the same divine authority He claims in forgiving sins. He’s putting them both 
together on the same platform. 
 
Now, immediately, one may be led to think: Wat about medicine? We are healed through taking 
medicine. What about doctors? What about hospitals, pharmaceutical companies, and so on? But 
the answer is really very simple. Who gave humanity the capacity to think, to study, to discover, to 
heal? Who gave the mind its brilliance? Who ordered the laws of biology? Ultimately, every 
legitimate healing, whether through prayer or providence or medicine, traces back to God as its 
source. He may heal through means; He may heal beyond means. But He remains the ultimate 
healer. 
 
In this moment in Mark 2, Jesus is not rejecting means; He is revealing identity. He’s saying, in effect, 
“The One who forgives is the One who restores.” The authority to cleanse the soul and the authority 
to heal the body belong to the same divine hand. 
 
And having established that, Mark moves us back to that central phrase: Jesus, seeing their faith. 
 
“Jesus Seeing Their Faith.” 
Let’s look at v.5 in a little bit of detail, because I think everything else sets the stage for that phrase. 
 

• Notice that it begins with Jesus. Mark does not say: and the paralytic cried out, or the friend 
shouted. He says, “Jesus.” Everything begins with Him. Wholeness emanates from Him. 
Forgiveness flows from Him. Healing flows from Him. The story is not ultimately about four 
creative men. It’s about Jesus. 

 

• Then the next word seeing. Jesus saw something. Faith was not a private emotion. It was not 
merely an internal connection that they had with Him. It was visible. It took action. It 



removed a roof. It overcame a crowd. It carried a man. It refused to turn back. Jesus 
observed their faith in motion. 
 

• Then comes the striking word 'their'.  Jesus seeing their faith, not the paralytic’s faith. It was 
the faith of the four friends, their faith. And that I believe, should arrest us. it was the faith of 
friends that moved the heart of God which raises a profound implication for us. 
 
Beloved, there are moments when we stand in faith for someone who cannot stand for 
themselves. There are seasons when we believe on behalf of another. We carry them in 
prayer, in persistence, and in love. And we lower them before Jesus. Today, that avenue may 
be prayer. at that time, it was physical proximity. But the principle remains. We bring people 
to Jesus. 
 

• Finally the word faith. What kind of faith was this? I think we can find three or four different 
ways of looking at the kind of faith they brought into the equation. 

 
i) It was determined faith. Their faith was determined because it refused to accept no as 

the final answer. They’d already decided before they reached the house that their friend 
was going to see Jesus. When they encountered the crowd, they did not interpret it as a 
closed door from God. They interpreted it as an obstacle to be overcome. Determination 
means that the decision is settled before the difficulty appears. That’s determination. 
 
They carried a paralyzed man through narrow streets. That alone required resolve. And 
when the access was blocked, they didn’t shrug and say, “Well, we tried.” They had made 
up their minds. This man, this friend of ours, is going to see Jesus.  
 
Determined faith begins with a settled conviction. He is the answer. And then refuses to 
retreat from that conviction.  
 

ii) They also had a kind of inconvenient faith, a faith that wasn’t worried about 
inconvenience. Their faith was inconvenient because it cost them effort, it cost them 
comfort, and possibly their own reputations.  
 
Climbing onto someone else’s roof was not polite. Digging through it was certainly 
disruptive. This was not tidy, dignified faith. It was sweaty, dusty, awkward kind of faith. 
They risked criticism. They interrupted a meeting. They inconvenienced the homeowner. 
 
They drew attention to themselves. Faith that changes things, is rarely convenient. 
Inconvenient faith says: I care more about bringing this person to Jesus than about 
preserving my own comfort or image. 
 

iii) It was a creative faith. Their faith was creative because it found another way when the 
obvious was blocked. The door was closed. There was no way to enter with the number 
of people there. So they did not stand there wishing that people would move. They 
looked up. 
 
Creative faith does not deny reality. It rethinks the root. “If not this way, then how?” is 
what creative faith asks. It adapts without abandoning the goal. They could have waited 
for the crowd to thin maybe. They could have planned for another day. Instead they 
improvised. Faith gave them imagination. And often, beloved, when faith is genuine, it 
produces holy ingenuity. 



 
iv) It was a persistent faith. Their faith was persistent because it carried through to 

completion. It was one thing to carry a man to the house, another thing to climb a roof, 
another thing to break through the roof, and yet another to lower their friend into the 
midst of people.  
 
At any stage, they could have stopped and said, “We can’t go any further.” But 
persistence means following through until the person is placed at the feet of Jesus. They 
did not just begin in faith; they finished in faith as well. 

  
Perhaps, beloved, that is the almost quiet challenge in the text. Many begin carrying, few 
finish by lowering. Sometimes we carry people for a while, and then we drop them. And so, 
when Mark says, Jesus, seeing their faith, He saw determination that refused to turn back. 
He saw inconvenience embraced for another’s sake. He saw creativity that found a way. And 
He saw persistence that completed the task. 
 
Faith in this story was not a fuzzy feeling. It was effort shaped by conviction. And Jesus saw it. 

 
LESSONS TO LEARN FROM THIS ONE PHRASE – JESUS SEEING THEIR FAITH. 
 

1. God is the source. Everything begins and must begin with Jesus. 
 

2. Faith must be active, visible, embodied, demonstrated. 
 

3. Faith embraces community. We can stand in proxy for one another. 
 

4. True faith does not surrender to obstacles. It overcomes them. The obstacles didn’t deter 
them. the obstacles became the very arena in which faith was displayed.  
 

Maybe, that’s the big question for us this evening. What obstacles have we accepted that maybe 
faith should be confronting? Because sometimes, the roof must be removed before the miracle can 
descend.  
 
So, as we kind of pull this together, we must apply this in our own lives. And one thought rises above 
all others. And it’s this. The faith of friends brought healing to someone else. Their faith brought 
healing to somebody else. Not the paralytic’s faith; the faith of friends. 
 
And that raises a very personal question. Whose healing might God be asking you to place your faith 
on the line for? And even now, maybe, a face comes to mind. A family member, a colleague, a friend, 
a child, someone spiritually paralyzed, someone maybe emotionally burdened, someone physically 
struggling! 
 
Maybe you once carried them in prayer. you were determined at first. But over time, it became 
inconvenient. Nothing seemed to change. You tried what you knew how to do. And when it didn’t 
work, you grew tired. Perhaps you stopped climbing. Perhaps you stopped digging. Perhaps you 
quietly walked away from the roof. 
 
I wonder if today, the Lord is gently saying to us: there are still people around you who need your 
faith, who need you to stand in the gap for them. There are still names on the radar that heaven has 
not removed, still stiuations where your determination, your persistence, your willingness to try 
again may become the very thing that places someone at the feet of Jesus.  



 
I don’t know how the Lord has been speaking to you, but I was convinced as I prepared this sermon, 
that God was resurrecting in our hearts people who we have prayed for, and maybe we’ve stopped. 
Or He was wanting to encourage us to continue and not give up, reminding us that our faith has 
power.  
 
I knew beyond a shadow of doubt, that God wanted to do something in our hearts this evening. And 
I believe that there’s always a moment, there’s always a time, the right time when God wants to do 
something. “In His time,” we hear the sone, “He wants to make all things beautiful.”  
 
So, I’m wondering whether this evening, even as we hear this song being played, if the Lord has 
touched you, if He’s placed somebody on your heart, or He’s just tapping you and saying: Don’t give 
up. Continue to keep your faith there until you bring this loved one to My feet. And I will then do 
something when the time is right. But in the interim, don’t give up. 
 
As we hear this song, if you feel that way, if you feel that God is touching you, I want you to come 
and seal that moment at the altar. Feel free to come and pray by yourself and say, “Lord, I hear You. 
Lord, I’m not giving up. Lord, give me strength. Lord give me endurance, the persistence to keep on 
for this loved one.  
 
In Your time, in Your time.  
That you do just what You say. 
In Your teaching, we know that You do just what You say. 
 
Amen. 
               

 
 

  


